GREATER GEORGETOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

THE GEORGETOWN TRAIN STATION

Wednesday,  September 2, 2009
4:00 P.M.

In Attendance:  Debbie Hartstein, John Rieley, Jeffrey Benson, Rich Warfield, Joan Tyndall,  Karen Duffield, Linda Price, Buzz Matthews, Kyle Morgan, Garry Killman, Jamie Magee, Jeanne Dukes, Lit Dryden, Helen Kruger and Robin Parker.

Debbie Hartstein called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm at the Georgetown Train Station, Georgetown, Delaware.

A Special welcome was made to the new Board member, John Rieley.

Sorrow was expressed for the family of Chad Spicer, the fallen officer.  Contributions are being made at the WTC in the name of Aubrey Spicer Trust Fund.  A Candlelight Vigil will be held Friday, September 4, 2009 for Chad and his family from 6:00 to 7:00.
Minutes:  The minutes were sent by email to all board members and copies were made available at the meeting.  Thanks to Karen Duffield for taking the minutes in the absence of Robin Parker.
 Helen Kruger motioned to approve the minutes.

 Linda Price seconded.
 Motion carried.

Treasurers Report:  Joan Tyndall had emailed the treasurers report and copies were made available at the meeting.   

Motion was made by Garry Killman to approve the Treasurers Report

Robin Parker Seconded the motion

Motion carried.

Committee Reports/2009 Review
There will be 1st and 2nd Reading of Revisions to the By-Laws on September 9, 2009 and September 23, 2009.

Membership

Helen Kruger reported 5 New Members have joined The Georgetown Chamber bringing the total to 441 members.  The Goal is 450 members.

Several Ribbon Cuttings have been scheduled:

1. September 16 Community Legal Aide at 2:00

2. September 22 Barn Health Care (time to be announced)

3. October 14 Home Health Care 10:00

Economic Development Council

Lit Dryden gave a report of the Economic Development Meeting that was held today. 

There was a moment of silence for the loss of the officer, Chad Spicer.  Several of the attendees expressed sincere sorrow to his family and his friends.

Several positive comments were made regarding the strength of the Chamber and the success of the Chamber Luncheon with speaker, Jack Markell.
Bill Pfaf will the attending the October meeting.  Bill has expressed concern with Small Businesses and the economy.
On the first Wednesday in November, Jane Armstrong of the SBA will be attending.

Lit Dryden encouraged attendance to these meetings.  

Wings and Wheels 

Kyle Morgan  reported a meeting will be held on Thursday, September 3 at 3 p.m. at the Georgetown Airport.  

Volunteers and Sponsors are needed.  $6,275 has been raised for this event.  The goal is $7,300.  

Due to a tightened budget for the Plane show and Car Show, there will be no funding for fuel.  There will still be plane shows with Local Planes.

The offer of plane rides could be a problem causing increased Insurance premium or no insurance coverage.  This will be discussed at tomorrows meeting.  

There is a rain date set for Sunday.  That date will be rain or shine.

There will be possible revenue earned from the rides, games and parking fees.

Parade Committee

Jeanne Dukes reported on the Parade Committee meeting held today.  

The Parade will be on December 3, at 7:00.

The theme is “A Delaware Christmas”. 

A discussion regarding the trophies and the balloons will be continued at the next meeting.  Sponsorships were encouraged. 

Buzz Matthews asked for any connections to any Band  Instructors that could encourage attendance.
Nominating Committee Meeting

Linda Price reported that the following steps will be taken for future board positions.

· An outreach to the members for notification of any interest

· An email to current board members for notification of interest

· Mass email to all members for notification of interest

Rich Warfield recommended the Personnel Committee meet prior to the Budget Committee.  This is necessary for the Budget to be accurate.

Community Relations

Karen Duffield reported an upcoming meeting with the Hispanic Community.  Karen Duffield, Robin Parker, Jose Somolo, and Patricia Rivera will be meeting to plan this event.  Lit Dryden and John Rieley recommended Kevin Andrade be asked to help also.

Christmas Party

In Toby Givens absence, Debbie Hartstein suggested Thursday, December 10 for the Christmas Party.   Karen will check the availability of the Cheer Center for that date.  There is a budget of $5000.  Sky Brady will be called for DJ availability.  

Delmarva Chicken Festival -2011 Update

Buzz Matthews reported that 3 Site possibilities have been selected.

1. Delmarva Christian High School

2. Sussex Central High School – new location

3. Sussex Central High School – old location
Lit Dryden suggested the possibility of a conflict due to alcohol and smoking on the premises.  Karen Duffield will check into this.

Buzz stated that there will need to be Community and Civic Group Participation.  They will be needed to help with the large amount of manpower that will be necessary.  

A letter of intend to Host is due early November

New Business

Congratulations to the Georgetown Boys and Girls Club on winning the Wacky Chair contest.  Buzz expressed his sincere appreciation to the community of Georgetown and the effort and enthusiasm that was shown.  The chair will be on the Ellen Degeneres show in September.  Buzz and the Club are now working on having Ellen visit the town of Georgetown.

Rich Warfield made the motion to adjourn the meeting

Robin Parker seconded 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Robin Parker, Secretary
